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ERNESTO ”CHE” GUEVARA

Childhood:

Ernesto Guevara de la Serna, which his complete name was, was born on June 14th 1928 in the Argentinean city of Rosario. As said, his real name was Ernesto Guevara de la Serna but he is widely known as Che Guevara. His parents, Ernesto Guevara Lynch and Celia de la Serna, were irish-argentinean and were middle class citizens. When it came to politics they were quite radical and this surely affected Che. When Che was two years old they discovered that he suffered from asthma, a sickness that was about to haunt him for the rest of his life. The polluted air in the city of Rosario made Che’s asthma worse but soon he and his family moved to a village in the mountains called Alta Garcia not far from Córdoba because the healthy environment. 

Despite his asthma Che practised a lot of sport activities and he also liked to read. His parents had a large library that contained a large number of books, some of them quite controversial. Che spent a lot of time in this library and it was here he first got to know about Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels books and ideas. 

Life:

In 1947 Che started to study medicine at the university in Buenos Aires. He did pretty well but he was a restless and an adventurous person.

Just when he was about to graduate in the autumn 1951 he abandoned his studies and went out on a motorcycle-trip through South America with his friend. Che was very affected by all the social misery he ran into during his trip. He decided to return to Argentina to finish his studies so that he could become a volunteer doctor in Venezuela. 

In 1953 he graduated, but instead of travelling to Venezuela he left for Bolivia where a group of revolutionary miners just had taken control. When he got there he heard that an elected government in Guatemala had proposed for a social revolution and a controversial landchange that was a big threat against large foreign companies. Che wouldn’t miss this for the world so he went to Guatemala and got a job. It was in Guatemala he received his nickname “Che”. 

 The landchange threatened as told large American companies like “United Fruit”. This company was close to the American government and in 1954 Guatemala was invaded by a group of rebels that had been trained by the Americans. As soon as they had taken control of the whole country and Che that had been trying to form a defence but failed, had to hide in his native country’s embassy until he managed to escape to Mexico.

Probably it was the experiences in Guatemala that made Che realise the USA would interfere with every attempt of social reforms in Latin-America that would make the USA’s economical or political status decline. He was also convinced that political reforms not could be done through democratical reforms, here was the only way an armed revolution.

When Che got to Mexico he settled in Mexico City and started to work as a doctor. There he met Hilda Gadea, with whom he moved in with and they got a daughter together. In 1955 he met the revolutionary Castro-brothers, Fidel and Raúl. They had made themselves a name through their opposition against the Cuban dictator Fulgencio Batista. Che joined their group and they started to plan an armed revolution on Cuba. He went through a short military education and in 1956 Che, the both Castro-brothers and about 80 others boarded the yacht Granma that would take them to Cuba.

Che Guevara, who was on the yacht as a doctor, the both Castro-brothers and the other revolutionaries landed in the Orient province. As soon as they had landed they were fighting government forces and many of the revolutionaries were killed. Only 15 people survived, among them the wounded Che Guevara and both Fidel and Raúl Castro. They escaped to the mountains. The group was now beginning to look like a guerrilla army and as the time went by they started to get the inhabitants confidence and was able to recruit more soldiers and get a lot of help that way. They stole weapons from the government army and they were getting stronger and stronger. Che impressed Fidel Castro and Che was appointed major. Che made great progress as a leader in the battle at Santa Clara in December 1958. Cuba’s leader soon realised that he was defenceless and he fled during the newyear’s eve 1958-59. A couple of days later Che Guevara, Fidel Castro and the others in the guerrilla marched into Cuba’s capitol Havanna.

Che was appointed Cuban citizen and was in November 1959 appointed chief of the central bank by Castro. At Cuba Che met a new woman with whom he got four children. At the same time he continued to support his ex-wife Hilda Gadea. After a while he was appointed industrial minister and he started an industrialisation of Cuba. Unfortunately this failed completely and this was one of the reasons of Cuba’s sudden sugar export decline. Che worked to support revolutionary groups in the rest of Latin-America. The Soviet Union didn’t like that and then Che accused them of being an imperialistic country, he also said that the USA was a corrupt and greedy country.

Che started to become a political burden for the Castro regime and in 1965 he was forced to leave the government. For two years he was completely off the political scene and no one had any idea where he was. There were speculations that he had been taken prisoner or maybe even been executed. Afterwards we know that he was travelling around the world helping different guerrilla-movements. It’s possible that he was visiting Northern Vietnam and some Latin-American countries but the only thing we know for sure was that he was in Congo trying to help a revolutionary group in bringing down the well-supported government. Che wasn’t very impressed by the guerrilla in Congo, so he returned to Cuba.

But Che wasn’t satisfied working in the Cuban government; he wanted to fight to spread the revolution. In December 1966 Che travelled to Bolivia disguised as an Uruguayan businessman. His idea was to take control over the country with a small guerrilla army. He wanted to use Bolivia as a base for attacks to the neighbouring countries, primarily Argentine, his home country.

But the struggle was dead from the beginning. After a small amount of success the battle seemed to be lost. The locals were already through a landchange in 1953 quite happy, and weren’t interested in the guerrilla that primarily was foreigners. The government troops, which were trained by American officers, had more and more success. At the same time the moral in the guerrilla camp started to decline. Che Guevara who now was in his late 30:ies, started to suffer more from his asthma and the access the medical supplies were quite limited in the Bolivian jungle. In the beginning the guerrilla were supported by Cuba, but when the success didn’t come Fidel Castro stopped sending weapons and money and Che’s telegrams weren’t answered. The 8th of October 1967 government forces surrounded the rebels and after a short fire-exchange Che was taken prisoner. He was brought to the city La Higuera were the Bolivians tried to question him. It’s told that Che hit a drunken officer in the face when he tried to persecute him. The next day Che Guevara was shot. After his death Ernesto “Che” Guevara has become like a saint to many young people today. He’s a legend and a rolemodel for many socialistic and communistic youths all around the globe.
